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(Image	credit:	Vladimir	Simovic/Shutterstock)Whether	you're	interested	in	space	travel,	the	inner	workings	of	the	universe,	the	mind	of	a	brilliant	mathematician	or	human	behavior	and	the	dark	life	of	a	patient	who	underwent	a	lobotomy,	Live	Science	probably	has	a	book	for	you	here.	Our	writers	scanned	our	archives	for	our	favorite	science	books,
those	in	which	the	storytelling	is	as	compelling	as	the	science	and	history	itself,	so	you	don't	have	to	sift	through	Amazon	picks	or	stocked	bookshelves.(Image	credit:	W.	W.	Norton	&	Company	Ltd.)Mary	Roach	is	the	author	of	a	series	of	one-word-titled	books	that	look	at	the	stranger	side	of	science.	"Packing	for	Mars,"	published	in	2011,	breaks	the
title	trend,	but	not	the	theme.	This	is	a	book	about	the	nitty-gritty	of	travel	among	the	stars.	Is	the	food	disgusting?	Where	do	you	go	to	the	bathroom?	Have	you	ever	thought	of	how	many	skin	flakes	you	wash	down	the	shower	drain	each	morning	and	where	those	dead	cells	would	go	if	you	were	floating	around,	unbathed,	in	zero	gravity?	Roach	digs
deep	into	the	NASA	archives	and	brings	to	light	all	the	basic	biological	minutiae	that	haunted	the	dreams	of	the	space	program's	pioneers.	In	the	process,	she	elucidates	the	quirkier	challenges	of	getting	humans	to	the	eponymous	Red	Planet.	Hopefully	Elon	Musk	has	been	reading	along.​Ã	ÂThe	Big	Burn:	Teddy	Roosevelt	and	the	Fire	that	Saved
America	(Timothy	Egan)(Image	credit:	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt)In	1910,	an	enormous	wildfire	immolated	3	million	acres	of	Washington,	Idaho	and	Montana,	killing	87	people.	This	conflagration	turns	out	to	be	the	fulcrum	upon	which	former	President	Teddy	Roosevelt's	dreams	of	conservation	turned.	Timothy	Egan	tells	the	story	of	Roosevelt	and
his	forestry	chief	Gifford	Pinchot	and	their	efforts	to	wrangle	Western	lands	into	public	hands.	Half	history,	half	science,	this	book	is	anything	but	dry.	Egan	picks	through	the	letters	and	written	reminiscences	of	vividly	describe	how	it	was	facing	the	biggest	fire	by	area	in	the	history	of	the	United	States.	Roosevelt's	greatest	personality	(and	the
tendency	to	challenge	guests	to	wrestling	games)	provides	a	lot	of	"wait	that	was	astounding	the	jaw,	did	what?"	Moments.	More	urgently,	this	book	is	an	important	primer	for	anyone	who	is	trying	to	understand	today's	battles	on	public	lands	in	the	West.	Relative:	the	science	websites	that	we	read	every	day	the	demonic	world	(Carl	Sagan)	(Photo
credit:	Case	Random)	while	neither	of	the	two	Poetics	as	"Pale	Blue	Dot"	nor	complete	as	"Cosmos",	"The	Demon-Haunted	World"	remains	one	of	Carl	Sagan's	most	fascinating	books.	In	it,	Sagan	explains	how	to	use	the	scientific	method	in	everyday	life	as	well	as	how	to	protect	you	from	charlatanism	and	exposing	pseudosciences.	The	demonic	world
is	in	part	a	rational	and	skeptical	thought,	but	it	also	addresses	some	current	issues,	such	as	the	way	politics	can	distort	science	for	its	purpose	and	how	conspiracy	theories	can	poison	an	otherwise	reasonable	mind.	An	essay	in	the	book,	"The	Dragon	in	My	Garage",	is	probably	the	best	argument	for	religious	agnosticism	ever	put	on	paper.	â	€
"Marshall	Honof,	Live	Science	Collader	(Image	Credit:	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt)	knows	most	of	Sir	Isaac	Newton's	story:	scientist,	mathematician	and	sworn	enemy	of	apples	everywhere.	What	fewer	people	know	is	the	story	of	Sir	Isaac	Newton:	detective	for	the	British	government.	In	1699,	Newton	became	the	master	of	the	mint	and	corresponded
to	his	remarkable	arguzia	against	William	Chaloner,	a	charismatic	and	inventive	criminal	mind.	Chaloner	was	one	of	the	most	prolific	18th	century	coin	counterfeiters	and	the	scope	of	his	plan	was	large	enough	to	deceive	the	entire	British	Empire.	"Newton	and	the	Contrafeiter"	by	Thomas(Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt,	2009)	It	is	not	just	an	electrifying
criminal	account,	but	also	a	fascinating	story	of	di	si	yhtapme	retaerg	taht	esac	dilos	a	sekam	dna	setatS	detinU	eht	ni	detaert	si	ssenlli	woh	serolpxe	koob	eht	",ygoloporhtna	lacidem"	fo	elpmaxe	na	sa	emos	yb	ot	derrefeR	.tsurt	ron	dnatsrednu	rehtien	yeht	taht	metsys	lacidem	naciremA	na	etagivan	ot	tpmetta	rieht	dna	soaL	Morf	Ylimaf	EeGufer
Gnomh	a	fo	yrots	eht	osla	sta	tub	.reh	taert	ot	woh	no	saedi	gnitCilfnoc	Evah	srotcod	dna	stnerap	esohw	yspelipe	fo	mrof	ereeves	a	htiw	lrig	gnoy	a	tuoba	si),	Xu	DNA	uoy	sehctac	tirips	eht	",	ecafrus	eht	ta)	Xuorig	DNA	Suarts,	Rarraf:	Tiderc	Egami	()	Namidaf	Enna	(NWOD	LLAF	UOY	DNA	UOY	SEHCTAC	TIRIPS	EHT]	okks	acceber	rohtua	htiwa	htaro
nicer.	Â​Ã¢rehtom	rieht	dnatsrednu	ot	emoc	sah	ylimaf	eht	hcihw	no	enalp	lautirips	eht	otni	gnissorc	yldipertni	,sevlesmeht	sllec	eht	fo	ssenikoops	eht	stnorfnoc	osla	ehS	.ecarg	htiw	yrotsih	lufniap	netfo	sÂ​Â​Ã¢ylimaf	skcaL	eht	sllet	dna	yllufthguoht	enicidem	fo	Scitilop	Laicar	Eht	Skcart,	yldicul	ecneics	eht	setarran	toolkS"	,setirw	illenograM	asiL
,weiver	koob	semiT	kroY	weN	a	nI	.htaed	reh	denruom	ohw	srehto	dna	nerdlihc	reh	ot	tsnwonkebnu	Â​Â​Ã¢	yrevocsid	dna	hcraeser	lacidemoib	ni	latnemurtsni	neeb	evah	sllec	eht	,skcaL	retfa	sllec	aLeH	dellac	woN	.siht	od	ot	nwonk	erew	sllec	rehto	oN	.)0102	,puorG	gnihsilbuP	nworC(	"skcaL	atteirneH	fo	efiL	latrommI	ehT"	ot	gnidrocca	,hsid	bal	a	ni
yletinifedni	decudorper	yeht	nehw	stsitneics	dehsinotsa	sromut	reh	fo	eno	morf	nekat	sllec	;1591	ni	recnac	lacivrec	htiw	desongaid	saw	skcaL	.0291	ni	,ainigriV	,ekonaoR	ni	nrob	remraf	occabot	naciremA-nacirfA	na	,skcaL	atteirneH	,sllec	esoht	fo	renwo	eht	fo	efil	eht	osla	tub	,enicidem	ni	sllec	tnatropmi	tsom	eht	fo	emos	fo	elat	a	ylno	ton	efil	Ot
Sgnirb	Toolks	Acceber	Retirw	Ecneics,	Koob	Reh	Ni)	ESUOH	MODNAR:	Tiderc	Egami	()	Toolks	Acceber	(SkCal	Atteirneh	Fo	Efil	Latrommi	Ehtrotubirtnoc	Ecneics	Evil,	Fortonoh	Llahram.	niatnoC	IretirW	roineS	ecneicS	eviL	,regrebsieW	ydniM	​​â	.eiratissarap	erutaerc	elled		Ãticinu'l	aznedive	ni	ettem	ehc	aznevivvarpos	id	etnavittacca	ottartir	nu	arig
remmiZ	e	,enoizulove'lled	azzelleb	al	eraiznedive	a	onovres	orbil	led	emoseurg	osseps	itteggos	i	aM	.ylsirg	ipmese	id	oiap	nu	olos	enratic	rep	,aticserc	ni	inavoig	orol	i	rep	itneviv	irotabucni	emoc	ihcurb	i	onasu	apsev	id	eiceps	etlom	e	,itneviv	inoizutitsos	emoc	ehccob	orol	ellen	aznediser	onodnerp	iop	e	ecsep	id	eugnil	onaignam	iratissarap	idoposi
inuclA	.acilpmi	orbil	led	emon	li	emoc	,ilibirret	eresse	onossop	itissarap	i	,¬ÃS	.)1002	,skooB	airtA(	"xeR	etisaraP"	ni	artsomid	remmiZ	lraC	emoc	,etnecnivnoc	aruttel	al	rep	onnaf	​​â	olraf	id	onottemrep	ilg	ehc	itazzilaiceps	etnematla	itnematropmoc	i	e	imsinaccem	i	e	​​â	ilamina	ilga	e	etnaip	ella	erevivvarpos	rep	itulove	onos	is	itissarap	i	iuc	ni	idom	i	aM
.oibmac	ni	elitu	id	allun	onorffo	non	ereneg	ni	e	,ilatrom	ezneugesnoc	noc	etlov	a	,oicifeneb	orol	li	rep	etipso	nu	a	onaccatta	is	itissarap	I	.elleb	©Ãn	enoub	©Ãn	onos	non	"oiratissarap"	alorap	allad	etaguinoc	inoizaicossa	el	,elareneg	nI	)skooB	airtA	:enigammi'llus	otiderccA()remmiZ	lraC(	xeR	etisaraP	oviv	lad	azneicS	id	erotatubirtnoC	,wohC	esineD	​​â
.anep	al	elaV	.ecevni	orcnac	led	"aifargoib"	atseuq	iggel	e	xilfteN	ingeps	,onofelet	li	¹Ãig	itteM	.ottapmi	orev	ous	led	onges	nu	​​â	oveggel	ol	ertnem	ailgimaf	alla	e	icima	ilga	orbil	otseuq	id	etnemetnatsoc	eralrap	a	otavortir	onos	iM	.osotseam	erottircs	onu	¨Ã	eejrehkuM	e	etacinumoc	etnemadidnelps	onos	eirots	el	,otacrecir	neb	etnemamertse	¨Ã	orbil	lI
.enoizarran	noc	azneics	arutisset	id	elibidercni	oroval	nu	af	eejrehkuM	ahtrahddiS	​​â	airetam	"etnasep"	amet	lad	otneps	eresse	noN	.opmet	ortson	led	evisavrep	e	ilibirro	¹Ãip	eittalam	elled	anu	us	etnatropmi	oroval	nu	¨Ã	otseuQ	)renbircS	:oigganizzagammi	id	odnoF()eejrehkuM	ahtrahddiS(	seidalaM	i	ittut	id	erotarepmi'L	.etneizap-ocidem	otroppar	led
ital	i	ibmartne	us	arreT	arreT	alled	itnanimod	onos	inamu	iresse	ilg	ehc	eranigammi	onama	enosrep	etloM)snilloC	repraH	:enigammi	id	otiderc()gnoY	dE(	Dna	tnemelpmoc	ohw	dna	,efil	hguorht	evom	ew	with	su	yb	dnats	,su	epelpmoc	dna	hsiruon	ohw	eht	dnif	ew	â€â€â€Tr	erbarenluv	DNA	,sgnildees	in	the	poleved	tnevep	5	ylno	,esrepsid	yeht	sdees	fo
snoillim	eht	Fo	â€â€â	Setirw	ner	nerhaj	,lla	ta	gnivivrus	seed	tsnie	tdoga	ssu	truam	sude	sdod	sdod	sdod	sdod	sdod	sdo	sdod	sdod	sdod	sdod	sdod	sdod	sdod	sdod	sdod	sdod	sdod	sude	tgun	tnalp	fo	aitunim	eht	htiw	railimafnu	era	ohw	sredaeR.krow	reh	no	sucof	dednim-elgnis	reh	etipsed	,yaw	eht	gnola	serutrun	ehs	spihsnoitaler	eht	serolpxe	dna
,tsitneics	a	sa	segnellahc	dna	selggurts	nwo	reh	otni	ylpeed	seborp	taht	eno	,daer	gnirrits	dna	gnillepmoc	yleuqinu	a	)6102	,fonk(	"lrig	bal"	riomem	reh	seam	noinibmoc	taht	.So	dnuora	dlrowg	gniw	gniw	gniw	eht	fo	ytuaee	eht	ROF	ROF	noitaitaicerppa	dna	Egaugnal	Fo	smhthhr	eht	srot	srot	,	Ohw	tsitneics	a	â€â€ã¢	tsigoloiboeg	si	nerhaJ	epoH)esuoH
modnaR	:tiderc	egamI()nerhaJ	epoH(	lriG	baLretirW	roineS	ecneicS	eviL	,regrebsieW	ydniM	Â​Â​Ã¢	.roivaheb	ruo	tcapmi	neve	nac	dna	esaesid	ot	ytilibarenluv	ruo	tceffa	seborcim	htiw	snoitcaretni	woh	dna	,htlaeh	yadyreve	dna	snoitcnuf	ylidob	ruo	ot	seborcim	fo	ecnatropmi	dehsilbatse-gnol	eht	revocnu	yeht	,efil	laiborcim	fo	sciteneg	dna	noitulove	eht
otni	repeed	evled	srehcraeser	sa	dnA	.asrev	eciv	dna	Â​Â​Ã¢	tibahni	yeht	serutaerc	eht	retla	seborcim	taht	syaw	ynam	eht	revocsid	ot	gninnigeb	tsuj	era	stsitneics	woh	slaever	gnoY	.htraE	no	seiceps	lamina	yreve	htiw	erahs	yeht	taht	secnailla	eht	dna	,seborcim	fo	dlrow	errazib	yltneuqerf	dna	gnitanicsaf	eht	gnirolpxe	,)6102	,occE(	"sedutitluM	niatnoC
I"	ni	spihsrentrap	xelpmoc	eseht	otni	sevled	gnoY	dE	​​.seidob	rieht	FO	Ecafrus	yreve	ypucco	hcihw	,ssinnaro	cipocsorcim	Fo	snolirt	Htw	Ecnetsixeoc	Rieht	yb	Depahs	Era	Era	Era	Era	â€â€â€TM	we	change	and	grow.	Its	is	a	fascinating	story	and	you	will	never	look	at	a	plant	in	the	same	way	again.	â€	”Mindy	Weisberger,	senior	writer	of	live	sciences
Page	2	(image	credit:	Harper	Collins)	in	the	book,	Dan	Ariely,	who	research	behavioral	economy	at	Duke	University,	puts	it	while	we	all	like	to	think	about	ourselves	as	rational,	we	are	largely	rational,	we	are	largely	rational,	we	are	largely	rational,	we	are	largely	rational,	we	are	largely	irrational	rational.	That	said,	we	are	irrational	in	similar	and
highly	predictable	ways.	Ariely	also	deepens	the	way	in	which	the	social	context	alters	decision-making.	The	descriptions	similar	to	the	cartoon	of	each	experiment	make	the	book	easy	to	devour,	and	some	will	stay	with	you.	In	a	particular	experiment,	Ariely's	team	was	exploring	how	people	order	food	in	a	restaurant,	when	they	are	not	the	first	person
in	their	group	to	order.	Researchers	found	that	in	countries	that	generally	appreciate	individualism,	such	as	the	United	States,	if	the	first	person	to	place	an	order	required	the	meal	that	the	second	person	was	considering,	the	second	person	would	change	their	order	in	something	different,	and	then	report	dissatisfaction	later.	On	the	contrary,	in
countries	that	appreciate	adaptation,	it	was	more	common	to	have	an	entire	board	of	people	order	anything	the	first	person	had	ordered,	with	contrasting	reactions	after	the	fact.	â	€	”Mona	Bushnell,	Contributor	Paziente	live	H.M.	(Luke	Dittrich)	(Photo	credit:	Random	House)	Most	people	who	have	found	themselves	in	the	field	of	psychology	or
neuroscience	have	heard	of	patient	H.M.,	a	man	who,	at	the	age	of	27	in	1953,	had	a	lobotomy	and	lost	the	ability	to	form	new	memories.	The	world	has	learned	true	identificationH.M.	â	€	”Henry	Molaison	-	when	he	died	in	2008.	But	now,	we	are	invited	to	immerse	ourselves	in	the	life	of	Molaison	and	the	years	of	research	spent	in	his	brain	thanks	to
Luke	Dittrich,	the	nephew	of	the	surgeon	who	performed	the	lobotomy.	Dittrich	masterfully	interweaves	the	history	of	neurology	with	events	that	led	Molaison	to	the	operation	of	his	grandfather	grandfather	id	ongosib	aveva	ehc	xelA	da	essid	,atartsurF	.atailgabs	atsopsir	al	erad	a	²Ãunitnoc	xelA	am	,agelloc	nu	a	xelA	id	icitametam	itnelat	i	erartsom
avelov	grebreppeP	.ecov	atla	da	eredir	ottaf	ah	im	ehc	anecs	anu	arocna	odrociR	.odnom	led	etnegilletni	¹Ãip	ollagappap	li	-	etnemlibaborp	otlom	-	eratnevid	a	xelA	otartsedda	ah	grebreppeP	emoc	odnarapmi	,orbil	li	osrevartta	etnemlarettel	iarelov	,olotipac	omirp	li	opoD	.imref	it	ehc	eraicsal	non	am	,opuc'	op	nu	¨Ã	oizini'L	.7002	len	inna	03	id		Ãte'lla
otrom	¨Ã	ehc	,xelA	id	atidreP	rep	ottul	ni	grebreppeP	.M	enerI	erotua'l	noc	aizini	orbil	lI	."niarB	driB"	otlusni'l	ovoun	id	iam	iaresu	non	,atalrap	augnil	alled	erutamufs	e	acitametam	ecilpmes	,elorap	iloveremunni	arapmi	ehc	onacirfa	oigirg	ollagappap	li	,xelA	us	ottel	reva	opod	,itteffe	nI	.elamina	aznegilletni	id	odnom	ocitsatnaf	len	irottel	i	aritta	)8002
,repraH(	"eM	&	xelA"	)snilloC	repraH	:enigammi	otiderC(	.ottut	odnadna	ats	evod	e	osrevinu'lled	inigiro	ellus	¹Ãip	id	enrepas	ailgov	euqnuihc	rep	remirp	omitto	nu	¨Ã	orbil	lI	.icitsilissim	itaizneics	onos	non	ehc	ion	id	illeuq	a	elibissecca	edner	ol	e	,ortla	otlom	e	elareneg		Ãtivitaler	alled	airoet	al	,opmet	li	e	oizaps	ol	,iren	ihcub	i	ettabba	ocisif	osomaf	li
,relles-tseb	otseuq	nI	.osrevinu'l	ageips	gnikwaH	nehpetS	)esuoH	modnaR	:enigammi	id	otiderC(	)gnikwaH	nehpetS(	emiT	fo	yrotsiH	everB	aretirW	roineS	ecneicS	eviL	,leggeG	aruaL"	¬​â	¢Ã	.eimotobol	elled	oterges	orucso	nu	ah	ehc	,hcirttiD	id	ailgimaf	alled	onisrep	e	otaiduts	onnah	ol	ehc	irottod	i	,nosialoM	ad	iserp	iggaiv	i	e	anamu	airomem	alled
iretsim	i	e	erutamufs	el	arolpse	©Ãhciop	,abrepus	¨Ã	hcirttiD	id	aruttircs	aL	.oznamor	nu	emoc	isauq	eggel	is	am	,acitsiggas	¨Ã	orbil	lI	.ativ	al	otaibmac	ah	ehc	ocigrurihc	otnevretni	ous	li	opod	nosialoM	id		Ãticapac	el	otaiduts	onnah	ehc	irotacrecir	iad	itauteprep	e	itartnocni	imelborp	i	ecsidnoforppa	e	inneced	rep	aigoloruen	al	ottilffa	onnah	ehc
ezzettaseni	el	erottel	la	angesnI	to	his	cage.	Suddenly,	Alex	broke	the	right	number	and	said,	"I'm	sorry!",egduj	eht	eb	uoy	?lla	retfa	gnikoj	namnyef	si".htob	gnitpecca	ylehtilb	dna	aet	notecnirp	that	''Nomel	Ro	maerc''	dereffo	gnieb	,nac	God	llew	sa	sruof	fiof	fiof	fiof	fiep	nac	Sih	Gniffins	,Youbloohcs	ykil	edil	Dnuora	Gnichnarp	-	Tticiteroeht	tse	s'dlrow
eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	eht	to	ot	tsom	y	tdujda	nga	ibu	mad	mgudumay	a	mrud	mmabugmugmag.	Eb	ot	gniog	era	,rew	ll'i	,sffub	echneics	ynam"	:setirw	enoc	.c.k	,tuo	eht	,5	,serutnevda	s'efil	sih	sebircsed	etaerual	leboN	ehT	.scisyhp	cimota
tuoba	deklat	sesuineg	eht	hcihw	ni	rhoB	sleiN	dna	nietsniE	treblA	htiw	snoisses	par	sih	ot	detcocnoc	d'eh	mrala	ralgrub	a	tset	,ylgniwonknu	,stnerap	sih	dah	eh	hcihw	ni	ecneirepxe	doohdlihc	a	morf	Secnad	Namnyef	,Koob	siht	by	.stnemirepxe	sih	sa	cirtneccce	in	the	saws	EFIL	EFIL	EFISISYHP	w	namnyeg	dahcir	",sretcarahc	suoiruc"	tom	eht	fo
foenda	yno	ylbaugra).Dtl	ynapmoc	&	Nottron	.W	.W	:Terc	Egami()Namnyef	drahcir(	!namnyef	,rm	ermne	Dna	eworc	lessur	gnirats	,eman	emas	emas	eivam	that	edam	edam	osla	sawi	osla	saw	Koob	s'rasan	.Ezirp	ot	ot	ot	del	scengoce	ni	laitneulfni	yleguh	saw	hcraeser	shrip	hcraeser	hcraeser	strahc	koob	gnitavitpac	s'rasaN	aivlyS	.ainerhpozihcs
dionarap	htiw	selggurts	sih	sa	llew	sa	,yroeht	emag	ot	snoitubirtnoc	tnatropmi	s'naicitamehtam	demaf	eht	senimaxe	taht	yhpargoib	siht	ni	daeh	s'hsaN	nhoJ	edisni	teG)retsuhcS	&	nomiS	:tiderc	egamI()rasaN	aivlyS	(	Dnim	Lufituaeb	Aretirw	Roines	Ecneics	Evil	,LGEG	Arual	â€â€ââ‚	Gninetsil	yb	pu	dekcip	daht	taht	tub	,Mih	this	revenr	dah	As	Cole
wrote	in	the	NYT	article,	"One	of	Mr.	Feynman's	favorite	ploys	is	deceiving	people	by	saying	the	simple	truth.	"The	Glass	Universe	(Dava	Sobel)	(image	credit:	Dava	Sobel,	a	former	New	York	Times	science	writer,	deepens	the	life	and	work	of	a	group	of	female	astronomers	hired	by	Harvard	University;	women	at	the	time,	at	the	beginning	of	1900,
were	not	called	astronomers	and	often	called	"human	computers",	according	to	a	review	of	the	NPR	book.	Scientists	meticulously	cataloged	the	stars	of	the	universe	by	analyzing	glass	photographic	plates	that	kept	light	from	the	sky.	Writing	in	a	review	published	online	on	the	Guardian,	Nicola	Davis	writes:	"Sobel	prevents	the	incessant	smile	behind
the	success	of	women	becoming	heavy	for	readers,	peppers	its	history	with	intriguing	details	of	the	world	in	which	they	lived,	from	the	'fly	spanker'	—	a	small	glass	plate	brings	stars	of	various	brightness,	by	comparison	–	to	the	revelation	that	to	maintain	astronomers	provided	with	milk,	the	Lowell	hosted	a	Venhad	Observatory	in	Arizona	Venus.	"
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